
DEMOCRACY PATROL: CALL TO ACTION 
 
 
Democracy Patrol Concept: 
Inspired by South Africa’s Black Sash movement*1and America’s school safety 
patrols, Democracy Patrol participants wearing red, white, and blue sashes stand in 
silent protest around the U.S. Capitol with signs defending democracy, the 
Constitution, and rule of law.  
 
Primary Target: 
Appeals to the consciences of GOP Members of Congress, urging them to honor their 
oaths of office and to check executive overreach. 
 
Secondary Target: 
Engages those working on Capitol Hill, as well as visitors to the U.S. Capitol, 
including constituents, school groups, and tourists from across America and 
abroad—who all experience democracy in action. 
 
Visibility Strategy: 
Protestors stand silently and spaced apart during lunchtime at high-traffic 
intersections by U.S. House and Senate office buildings. 
 
Silent Messaging: 
Participants carry their own signs with messages directed at GOP Members of 
Congress. 
 
Passerby Engagement: 
A brief note card is provided for participants to hand out if asked about their 
presence and purpose. 
 
Long-Term Vision: 
Democracy Patrol actions happen with rotating participation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
*1Our inspiration comes from the women of The Black Sash in South Africa, who wore black 
sashes as they stood silently at intersections to protest apartheid during its heyday, prodding 
the consciences of their fellow citizens. 

ACTION: 
Meet outside the Capitol South Metro station at 11:30 am on Wednesdays— 

1. Wearing a white shirt, and  
2. With a prepared sign (see suggestions below or tailor your own slogan, but 

target it to Hill GOP members) 
 
Note: Red, white, and blue sashes will be provided. Locations for protest will be 
determined by the number of participants present.  



SIGN POSSIBILITIES: 
 
Hill GOP: Stop the executive’s overreach 
 
Hill GOP: Stop being compliant 
 
Hill GOP: Use your oversight powers  
 
Hill GOP: Stand up for our democracy  
 
Hill GOP: Inspire with courage please 
 
Hill GOP: Is it OK to deport U.S. citizens? 
 
Hill GOP: You have the power to stop this madness 
 
Remember Hill GOP: We still live in a democracy 
 
Hill GOP: We survive on checks and balances 
 
Hill GOP: Congress is the Article 1 branch of govt. Act like it! 
 
Hill GOP: “a democracy if you can keep it…? 
 
  
   


